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Brief	Biography/Context	
•  Joy	Montgomery,	MA,	Sam	Houston	State	University	
• Former	Member	of	the	Blount	County	Historical	Society		
• Former	Secretary	of	the	Tennessee	Trail	of	Tears	Association	
• Former	Grant	Analyst	for	the	State	of	Tennessee	
• Former	Museum	Specialist	with	the	Sequoyah	Birthplace	Museum	
in	Vonore,	Tennessee	
• Volunteer	with	the	Sam	Houston	Schoolhouse,	Cherokee	Removal	
Memorial	Park	
• Co-Author	of	Sam	Houston’s	Quest	
• Two	state	to	state	tours	centered	on	Sam	Houston:	Texas	to	
Tennessee	and	Tennessee	to	Texas	
• Currently	Executive	Director	of	the	Heritage	Museum	of	
Montgomery	County,	Texas	



Joy	Montgomery	in	Maryville	Tennessee	
Sam	Houston	Statue	Maryville	 Sam	Houston	Schoolhouse	



More	Maryville	
Sam	Houston	Schoolhouse	 Texas	Tour	to	Tennessee	(Hi	Vicki!)	



Texas	Connections	
Jim	Murry,	Sam	Descendant		 TN	To	Texas	Tour	Sam	Houston	Museum	



Montgomerys	in	Blount	County	



Montgomery	Family	
Blount	County,	TN	
this	photograph	of	the	Montgomery	family	
circa	1894	is	owned	by	Brenda	Reagan.	
Pictured	are	(front	row)	Martha	Greer	
Armstrong	(from	left);	Sarah	Ann	Bussell	
Montgomery	Cash;	James	Wyatt	
Montgomery	and	son	Silas	Omer	
Montgomery;	Mary	Armstrong	Montgomery	
with	son	Benjamin	Lanty	Montgomery;	
Samuel	Bradford	Montgomery	with	son	Fred	
Thompson	Montgomery;	Mrs.	Sam	
Montgomery	with	son	Robert	Love	Taylor	
Montgomery;	Anna	McGhee	Cooke	with	son	
Quinton	A.	Cooke	and	daughter	Ruth	Cooke;	
Robert	Cooke;	Lizzie	Montgomery	Cooke;	
Rosa	Cooke;	John	Thomas	“Tom”	
Montgomery;	Sarah	Jane	“Sadie”	Dunlap	
Montgomery	with	daughter	Emma	
Montgomery	(later	married	Andrew	
Jefferson	Kyker);	(second	row,	from	left)	
Laura	Montgomery	Rhyne;	Louannah	“Lou”	
Montgomery	Rorex;	John	Greer	
Montgomery;	James	Calvin	“Cal”	
Montgomery;	Fred	Montgomery;	Ann	
Montgomery	Hutton;	Charles	Montgomery;	
Ida	Cooke	(later	married	James	A.	Gibbs;	
Flora	Cooke	(later	married	James	Sevier	
“Jim”	Swaney);	Ella	Cooke	(later	married	
Arthur	L.	Burke);	Charley	Montgomery;	(back	
row,	from	left)	Green	Blevens	“Bleve”	
Montgomery;	John	Bradford	“Bee”	
Montgomery;	William	Walker	Cooke;	Joseph	
Edward	“Ed”	Montgomery.	



Background:	Sam	Houston	in	Tennessee	



Sam	Houston	and	the	Montgomerys:		
Rockbridge/Augusta	Co.	VA	
•  1793	born	to	Major	Sam	Houston	and	Elizabeth	Paxton	Houston.		Fifth	of	
Nine	Children.	Born	at	Timber	Ridge,	Rockbridge	County,	Virginia.		
•  “History	of	Rockbridge	County,	Virginia”	pg	467:	“John	Montgomery	
(1747),	Houston	and	Montgomery	reported	processioners	in	April	1748.		
•  Petitioners	for	a	road	from	Kennedy’s	mill	to	John	Houston’s	and	from	
Houston’s	to	the	great	road	from	Timber	Grove:	John	Houston	and	John	
Montgomery	(1752).		
•  1774	Mount	Pleasant	Academy	est.,	1775	John	Montgomery,	afterward	
minister	at	Deerfield,	Augusta	Co,	2nd	teacher	(later	Washington	and	Lee	
University)	John	is	listed	as	a	trustee	and	elder.	
•  1776	Donation,	80	acres	of	land	by	Samuel	Houston	and	Alexander	Stuart,	
schoolhouse	stood	near	the	stone	church	built	at	Timber	Ridge	in	1756.	
•  Lebanon	Church	(1784)	1st	Elders:	John	Montgomery.		Liberty	Hall	
Academy	teacher:	John	Montgomery	(and	Lebanon	minister)	
•  1782	Taxpayers:	Montgomery-	Alexander,	James,	Robert,	Robert,	William	
(tanner)	Houston-	James,	John,	John,	Mary,	Samuel,	William	



Early	History	Tennessee	



Early	History	Blount	County	Area	
•  1673	Needham	and	Arthur	strike	out	into	Cherokee	area	
•  1730	James	Adair	lives	with	and	studies	the	Indians	in	TN	
•  1756	French	and	Indian	War,	Cherokees	are	with	the	Colonies	
against	the	Northern	Tribes	and	France-	Fort	Loudon	built	to	
protect	the	Cherokee	villages	
•  1760	(Jan-Aug	7th)	Relations	between	the	Cherokee	and	the	
garrison	break	down,	Fort	Loudon	is	surrendered	to	the	Cherokee	
and	some	of	the	English	were	later	massacred.		
•  1771	James	Robertson	plants	first	crop	in	area	



1766	Frontier	of	the	Colonies	



James	Robertson,	Watauga	
•  In	1769,	James	Robertson	(VA)	accompanied	explorer	Daniel	Boone	on	his	third	expedition	to	lands	

beyond	the	Allegheny	Mountains.	The	party	discovered	the	"Old	Fields"	(lands	previously	cultivated	by	
generations	of	Native	Americans)	along	the	Watauga	River	valley,	where	Elizabethton,	Tennessee	later	
developed.	Robertson	stopped	here	to	plant	corn	while	Boone	continued	on	to	Kentucky.	

•  After	returning	to	North	Carolina,	Robertson	became	involved	with	the	Regulator	movement.	They	
recruited	a	group	of	settlers	to	return	to	the	Watauga	River	valley.	In	1772,	Robertson	and	the	pioneers	
who	had	settled	in	Northeast	Tennessee	met	at	Sycamore	Shoals	to	establish	an	independent	regional	
government	known	as	the	Watauga	Association.	



Boone	and	the	Wilderness	Road	
•  In	1775,	Daniel	Boone	blazed	a	trail	for	the	Transylvania	Company	from	Virginia	through	the	
Cumberland	Gap.	It	was	later	lengthened,	following	Native	American	trails,	to	reach	the	Falls	
of	the	Ohio	at	Louisville.	The	Wilderness	Road	was	steep,	rough	and	narrow,	and	could	only	
be	traversed	on	foot	or	horseback.		



Watauga	(c.	1760-1777)	
•  In	May	1772-	settlers	negotiated	a	10-year	lease	directly	with	the	Cherokee,	
est.	Watauga	Association		
•  1775	-	The	lease	and	the	subsequent	purchase	of	these	were	considered	
illegal	by	the	British	Crown,	and	were	opposed	by	a	growing	faction	of	the	
Cherokee	led	by	the	young	chief	Dragging	Canoe.		
•  April	1775	-	With	the	outbreak	of	the	American	Revolutionary	War	(April	
1775),	the	settlers	organized	themselves	into	the	"Washington	District,"	
loyal	to	the	"united	colonies,"	and	formed	a	Committee	of	Safety	to	
govern	it,	marking	the	end	of	the	so-called	"Watauga	Republic”.	
•  July	1776	The	Cherokee,	who	were	aligned	with	the	British,	launched	an	
all-out	invasion	against	the	settlements,	but	were	soundly	defeated.		
•  1777,	the	Cherokee	signed	the	Treaty	of	Long	Island,	ceding	control	of	the	
Watauga	and	Nolichucky	valleys	to	the	American	colonies.	
• November	1777-	The	Washington	District	was	finally	admitted	to	North	
Carolina	as	Washington	County.	



After	Watauga	
• Although	it	lasted	only	a	few	years,	the	Watauga	Association	
provided	a	basis	for	what	later	developed	into	the	state	of	
Tennessee	and	likely	influenced	other	western	frontier	
governments	in	the	trans-Appalachian	region.		
• 1777-1780	-	Watauga	groups	participated	in:	Battle	of	Point	
Pleasant,	1774,	Aided	in	defense	of	Boonesbourough	and	
Harrodsburg	
• 1780	Joined	Overmountain	Men	at	the	Battle	of	Kings	
Mountain	(240	Wataugans	under	Cols	John	Sevier	and	Isaac	
Shelby.		
• Sevier	then	led	expedition	vs.	Cherokee	destroying	the	
Chickamaugua	Villages	near	Chattanooga.		



Early	East	Tennessee		



Early	East	Tennessee	II	



Cumberland	Compact	1780-1796	
•  French	Lick,	Fort	Nashborough,	Later	Nashville	
•  James	Robertson	(Watagua,	Overmountain)	and	John	Donelson	led	200	
settlers	in	1779	settled	in	what	would	later	become	Nashville.		
•  Stations	built	along	the	way	(ex.	Houston’s	Station,	Montgomery’s	
Station)	
•  Cumberland	Compact	May	13,	1780	
•  James	Robertson	(head),	John	Montgomery	(sheriff)(for	whom	
Montgomery	County,	TN	is	named),	Andrew	Ewing	(clerk)	
•  James	Robertson’s	nephew,	Sterling	Robertson	created	Robertson’s	
Colony	of	Texas	from	the	Texas	Association	of	1822	(signed	by	Sam	
Houston).	
•  Andrew	Ewing	(1740-1813)	served	as	clerk	from	1783	to	his	death.		His	
daughter	married	William	Montgomery	(to	TX	1822),	father	of	Andrew	
(Surveyor	for	the	Mexican	State	of	Coahuila	y	Texas,	fought	at	Battle	of	
San	Jacinto)	and	Edley	(one	of	first	Texas	Rangers).	Andrew	Ewing	is	my	
5th	great	grandfather	through	Andrew	Montgomery	(Joy	Montgomery)	



Andrew	Ewing	Will,	1813	



North	Carolina	Military	Reservation	1783	



Pre	Blount	Co:	State	of	Franklin	(1784-1788)	
•  1777	Washington	County/	Washington	District	(NC)	est.	1777		
(included	much	of	present	TN)	
•  1784-1788	State	of	Franklin,	Capital	Jonesborough	then	Greeneville,	
(John	Sevier,	Arthur	Campbell)	
• Between	1784	and	1788,	jurisdiction	over	Washington	County	was	
contested	between	North	Carolina	and	the	State	of	Franklin.		

Blount	Co.	



Territory	South	of	the	Ohio	1790-1796	



Territory	South	of	the	River	Ohio:	1790-1796	



Territory	South	of	Ohio-	Andrew	Ewing	



Territory	South	of	the	River	Ohio:	1789-1796	
• Much	like	the	Northwest	Territory	established	in	1787,	Congress	
provided	for	a	Territory	South	of	the	River	Ohio	in	1790	
encompassing	lands	ceded	by	North	Carolina.	
• Various	interests	pushed	for	its	creation	including	speculators	who	
wanted	a	stable	government;	the	State	of	North	Carolina	which	
desired	relief	from	protecting	the	western	settlers;	western	settlers	
who	had	been	trying	for	some	time	[Watauga	and	Franklin]	to	be	
annexed	by	the	national	government	and	the	new	government	
which	wanted	to	push	for	actual	control	of	lands	supposedly	ceded	
by	Great	Britain	in	1783.		
• Mero	District=	Middle	TN	
• Washington	District=	East	TN	



SW	Territory	to	Statehood	
•  1785	Greene	County	est.	(Part	of	Present	Blount	County)	
•  1792	Knox	County	est.	(Part	of	Present	Blount	County)	
• The	new	Territory	at	43,000	square	miles	was	much	smaller	than	
the	Northwest	Territory	but	contained	a	lot	more	people.		
• The	one	and	only	Governor	was	William	Blount	who	put	off	
elections	for	a	lower	house	until	1793.		
• The	new	body	met	in	1794	and	elected	a	representative	to	Congress	
and	provided	for	an	enumeration	to	see	if	the	population	exceeded	
the	60,000	threshold	needed	for	statehood.		
•  It	was	determined	77,262	lived	in	the	Territory	and	in	1796	it	became	
the	new	State	of	Tennessee,	the	16th	State.		



Cherokee	Agencies	
•  Tellico	Blockhouse	(Vonore,	TN)	1794-1807	RED	
•  Fort	Southwest	Point	(Kingston,	TN)	1797-1807	BLUE	
• Hiwassee	Garrison	(Rhea	Co.,	TN)	1806-1817	YELLOW	
•  Cherokee	Agency	on	Agency	Creek	(Meigs	Co.,	TN)	1817-1819	GREEN	
•  Cherokee	Agency,	later	Fort	Cass	(Bradley	Co.,	TN)	1820-1838	STAR	



Early	East	TN	

Maryville,	Blount	Co.	



Forts	of	Blount	County:		



Blount	County:	Crossroads	
• Est.	1795	(prior	to	est.	of	TN	in	1796)	County	seat	of	Maryville	
• Named	in	honor	of	Territorial	Governor	William	Blount.	(Maryville	
named	in	honor	of	his	wife,	Mary	Grainger	Blount)	
• Prior	to	White	Settlement,	Area	home	of	the	Cherokee	with	capital	
at	Chota	with	a	local	village	named	Chilhowee.	
•  1795	Justice	of	the	Peace	and	Lt.	Samuel	Houston,	James	Houston	
Clerk	
•  1796-1818	James	Houston	County	Clerk	
•  1796-1810	Gideon	Blackburn	Pastor	of	Baker’s	Creek	Church	
(Trustees	include	James	Houston	and	Samuel	Montgomery)		
• Blackburn	becomes	the	Superintendent	of	Cherokee	schools	
appointed	by	Thomas	Jefferson-	school	also	conducted	from	
church.		Isaac	Anderson	also	aids	in	this	endeavor.		



Blount	County:	Crossroads	
• As	has	been	stated,	Maryville	was	laid	out	in	1795.	The	first	
merchants	were	John	and	Josiah	NICHOL,	LOWRY	&	WAUGH	and	
KING	&	MONTGOMERY.		
• Among	other	early	settlers	of	Maryville	were	Samuel	LOVE,	a	hatter	
and	hotel-keeper;	James	TURK,	a	saddler;	Samuel	HOUSTON,	a	
blacksmith;_CALDWELL,	a	tailor;	Alexander	McGHEE	and	Edward	
GAUNT,	physicians;	Jesse	WALLACE	and	James	GARNER,	hotel	
keepers;	John	WOODS	and	John	MONTGOMERY,	milers;	and	Gideon	
BLACKBURN,	minister.	



Blount	County	
•  1808	Porter	Academy	est.	1st	Trustees	include:	John	Montgomery	
and	James	Houston.		Teachers	will	include	Gideon	Blackburn	and	
Isaac	Anderson	(future	founders	of	Maryville	College)	
•  1809	Cherokee	Border	“moves”	further	South,	Houston	takes	off	to	
Jolly	Island	after	meeting	the	Rogers	sons	(Cherokee)	Blackburn	is	
conducting	schools	at	this	time	near	the	island.	
•  1809	Board	of	Commissioners	for	Maryville:	John	Montgomery	
•  1810	Sam	Houston	disturbed	court	with	Drum,	$5	
•  1811	Sam	Houston	taught	at	Schoolhouse	
•  1813	Female	Academy	est.	in	Maryville	(John	Montgomery)	
•  1819	Maryville	College	Established	



Maryville,	TN	1795	



Founders	and	
Builders	
Gideon	Blackburn,	James	
Houston,	and	Isaac	Anderson	
worked	in	close	conjunction	
with	John	Montgomery	



1801	Taxed	Lands	Blount	County,	TN	
Name	 Captain’s	Company	

John,	James	S.	Montgomery	 Alexander’s	

Humphrey	Montgomery	(300)	 John	Allison’s	

John	(100),	Hugh	(300),	George,	David,	
James	Montgomery	

Cowan’s	

Alexander	and	Robert	Montgomery	 Montgomery’s	

Alex.	 James	Scott’s	

Not	Taxed:	Wm.	&	Thomas	Montgomery	



Revolutionary	Soldiers	in	Blount	County	
Name	 Dates	 From	 Wife	 Abode	

Thomas	
Montgomery	

(1748-1830)	 PA	 Mary	Patton	 Baker’s	Creek	

Montgomery	 Alexander	 James	 Humphrey	

Houston	 James	 John	 Matthew	

Passports	to	Cherokee	Country	1798	

Militia	Captain:	1800-2	Alexander	Montgomery	



Blount	County,	Tennessee	c.	1870	



Montgomery	County	Texas	
• William	Montgomery,	father	of	Andrew,	Edley,	John,	Elizabeth,	Anna,	
Mary	Jane,	and	Sarah	were	a	part	of	Stephen	F.	Austin’s	2nd	Colony	(1830)-	
all	but	Sarah	were	born	in	Tennessee.	
•  Andrew	to	Texas	c.	1819	(Long	Expedition),	Surveyor	for	Mexican	Texas	
(and	Robertson’s	Colony),	Served	at	the	Battle	of	San	Jacinto	
• William	in	later	Montgomery	County	c.	1822	(Clerk	Returns)	
•  Edley	Montgomery	one	of	1st	Texas	Rangers	
•  John	Montgomery	one	of	1st	elected	Sheriffs	in	Original	Montgomery	
County	(Washington	Municipality,	Dist.	Of	Viesca)	
• Montgomery	first	mentioned	in	Feb	1836	addressed	from	Provisional	
Governor	of	Texas	to	husband	of	Elizabeth	Montgomery	(J.G.W.	Pierson)	
(Papers	of	the	Texas	Revolution,	Vol	9,	pg	153)	
•  Lots	to	Montgomery	later	sold	by	W.	W.	Shepperd	in	July	1837	
• Montgomery	County	formed	in	December	1837,	third	county	to	be	named	
in	the	Republic	of	Texas	(After	Houston	and	Fannin	Counties)	later	split	
into	Grimes,	Walker,	as	well	as	parts	of	Waller,	Madison,	and	San	Jacinto	
counties.	

	



More	on	Montgomery,	Texas	
• More	on	History	and	“Plight”	of	Saving	our	History,	Family	history	
of	Montgomery	County,	Texas	please	go	to:	
• http://www.texascenterforregionalstudies.net/montgomery.html	
• Also,	please	like	the	Heritage	Museum	of	Montgomery	County	on	
Facebook!	
• www.heritagemusem.us	
• Thank	you!	



Montgomery	Co.	TX,	Home	of	the	Lone	Star	Flag	



Maryville	
Montgomery	Family	Records	



Maryville	
Montgomery	Family	Records	



Maryville	
Montgomery	Family	Records	



Maryville	
Montgomery	Family	Records	



Maryville	
Montgomery	Family	Records	



Maryville	
Montgomery	Family	Records	



Maryville	
Montgomery	Family	Records	



Maryville	
Montgomery	Family	Records	



Maryville	
Montgomery	Family	Records	



Maryville	
Montgomery	Family	Records	



Maryville	
Montgomery	Family	Records	



Maryville	
Montgomery	Family	Records	



Maryville	
Montgomery	Family	Records	



Maryville	
Montgomery	Family	Records	



Maryville	
Montgomery	Family	Records	



Maryville	
Montgomery	Family	Records	



Maryville	
Montgomery	Family	Records	



Maryville	
Montgomery	Family	Records	



Maryville	
Montgomery	Family	Records	



Guarde	Bien!	


